
Contact: Elizabeth Burkard 
SSCC Director of Marketing 
937-393-3431, ext. 2624 
800-628-7722, ext. 2624 
eburkard@sscc.edu 

SOUTHERN STATE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
PRESS RELEASE

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictured above is Southern State engineering student Patrick Fout.  
 

Southern State Engineering Degree Provides Opportunities for All Ages and Backgrounds 
 
Southern State offers engineering degree programs that cater to a wide range of students—regardless of 
age, background, or previous experience. These programs are designed to provide quality education, 
hands-on training, and a pathway to high-paying and rewarding careers in engineering. 
 
The opportunity to obtain a high-paying career is what motivated Patrick Fout to pursue a college 
education. After looking at several colleges, he decided to attend Southern State Community College and 
major in Electro-Mechanical Technology.   
 
“After working many years in labor-intensive industries looking for ways to increase my pay, I realized that 
in order to achieve financial freedom I must either continue to perform ‘back breaking’ work or leverage 
my intelligence in my favor,” Fout recalled.  “Southern State was a standout option among others with its 
affordable tuition and the various degree pathways and certifications offered.”  
 
Associate degree options at the College include Mechanical Design Technology and Electro-Mechanical 
Technology. Southern State also has transfer agreements with Miami University and Franklin University.  
   
“Southern State and its many staff and professors have helped me open my eyes to how important it is to 
step out of my comfort zone and push myself to achieve success. I would describe the campus as 
welcoming, the staff as friendly and helpful, and the professors as dedicated and knowledgeable,” Fout 
added.  
 
Engineering is a field of endless possibilities, and Southern State is dedicated to making these opportunities 
accessible to everyone. For high school graduates, mid-career professionals looking to pivot, or those 
seeking to enhance their current skill set, Southern State offers a flexible and affordable way to enter or 
advance in the field of engineering.  
 
“No matter what age someone is or walk of life they come from, Southern State is full of opportunities, and 
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I would highly recommend Southern State to anyone who wants to further their education,” said Fout.  
 
Students interested in pursuing an engineering degree at Southern State can learn more about the 
program offerings, admission requirements, and financial aid options by visiting www.sscc.edu or emailing 
Professor Jim Barnett at jbarnett@sscc.edu.  
 
Fall Semester begins August 25 and registration is underway.  
 

### 
 

Southern State does not discriminate, in its programs or activities, against applicants, employees, or students on the basis of race, color, religion, gender, gender identity or 
expression, national origin (ancestry), military status (past, present or future), disability, age (40 years or older), status as a parent during pregnancy and immediately after 
the birth of a child, status as a parent of a young child, status as a nursing mother, status as a foster parent, genetic information, or sexual orientation. Questions about this 
should be directed to the Lead Title IX Coordinator, 100 Hobart Drive, Hillsboro, OH 45133; (937) 393-3431. 
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